PREFACE
THE present study of the child's personality had its beginnings
more than fifteen years ago.(610"614> Observational and experi-
mental studies were made in nursery schools and homes in Germany,
Spain, and the United States.
The author's interest in child study was mainly motivated by his
concern with the problem of personality. The personality of the
adult grows out of the personality of the child, but the further we
trace back the origin of personality formation, the darker becomes
the field of exploration. Our own remembrances mostly do not reach
to the years of our preschool existence. Some scattered situations
may spring up in our memory, but they remain isolated facts with-
out inner relationship. The continuity of our existence is suddenly
broken up, we do not know what lies behind this gap, but we feel
there was another world.
In spite of the detailed investigations of a child's abilities in his
years of early growth there did not emerge a picture of the person-
ality of the preschool child. A. Gesell, in his book The First Five
Years, of Life, remarks :(214) *
It is hoped that the reader will not be too much disappointed if he fails to
find in the volume he now holds an exclusive ideology which would explain the
hidden forces and motivations of child behavior. We believe that too little is
known about the complex transformations of early behavior to warrant an
elaborate theoretical structure.
The present author felt that he could not add too much to the
brilliant investigations of overt child behavior by investigators such
as Gesell, but he felt the urge to attempt an approach to the hidden
forces and motivations of child behavior. Searching for some kind of
theoretical structure of the personality of the preschool child, the
task was to design new experiments and to explore the expressive
behavior of children in their spontaneous verbal, graphic, and dra-
matic expression. From the author's observations there emerged a
unifying concept of the viewpoint of the child, in that all expres-
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